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Dear John: 


This letter is to update you on the U.S. prosecution. As you know, we had been waiting for 
developments in the PM 1268 U.S. prosecution before entering into the EPO examination but had to 
proceed before these developments were forthcoming. 

Enclosed is a copy of the most recent U.S. action (dated December 23,1991) which is due for 
response by March 23 next, and a copy of the reference cited, which is quite old. The patent 
describes a rudimentary series of tanks for batch steam extraction of nicotine and other volatiles. 

I understand that Ron has already sent you his first U.S. response and amendment (dated March, 19, 
1991) along with comments furnished on the corresponding Finnish application. He will copy you on 
his response to this latest U.S. action also. 

Ron has asked me to contact Harvey Grubbs for comments on the references cited in the EPO. 
This had been done at the time the search report issued, but I believe Harvey may have discussed the 
references with Ken Sonnenfeld, and Ron cannot glean enough from file notes to comfortably proceed 
with advice on a response to the first action. Similar input from the inventor has been requested 
on the action in the corresponding Australian case, due for acceptance March 12th. 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/xxpjOOOO 
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Ron will forward his comments on both cases as soon as possible. As we discussed, please 
call and discuss these cases with Ron directly as soon as you’ve had a chance to review the 
background. 


Sincerely, 



Beverly A. Monroe 


BAM/drs 

cc: Ronald A. Krasnow, Esq. 

Charles B. Smith, Esq. 


P.S. - Please check on status of PM 1268 Argentina. A response was due 
June 12, 1990, and I seem to have nothing in my file from that 
point. A division had been authorized. 


Bev 
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